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Pl Miller has been havd at work testing no fewer than 38 rewn blank fopes i his

DEMMIS ¥ F i i i 5 ;
PUBLISHING LTD laboratory and lstening roorm, so i you ' ve gol r.':l?y.”-'.?i':_g betwesn S and £14 o
Puhlishing Director spend on o cossette read on,
Hruee Bandord
Crentive Direcdar Jimmy Eperion

< andd Digital Audio Tape are all

: igrital compact cassalte, MiniDi

Managing [irvetor D |:|'qu-.'|'n_ 'I'}i;.'_l'.-ln'-. b examples o
ritientlit: ) MDD and DAT have hiad about as r
cassette tape as a kamikaze bluebaottle on thie b33, 1
line Sonv, Maxell, BASE, Memorex, 1

% [hennis

analogy
term 2 it sts, rmcludi
amd | YK are shill going strong, Helding a variety ol refor mlated or
d tapes in an increa: comy Vi T

i4 year we've returned to ot the popula
like Bcoteh BX, Memores a..r'- TDK D, Sony HF, Macell LTH
ashng an ear ove
t end of the scale,
by Hks late your Ia'ﬂ; deck, i

|1-=rI|'\.r'-r|| -|1.-|.|Ir||- cluding thi
first review o |“‘.".l'| tragmons &
i . Ihere are Becommeenc ||m-._.|'\-|| nbv bt less than a lamd ful of
s high value Best Buys to lead the way imto the 1994 season. And with
i Pakibm lslart -'.'|'wu.||-‘||||Irr\c'\-|1."llf tox £14 & Hlrow ||'IL'|\."||.'||TIII|. that, in thi

broadest comtext, that yvou really do get what you pay [og

! ||I|'\-\.' Choice January 1934



11 tap
noe
there's a

are most certaiinly

1 -u||'.:.|l Fowday,
vice of three
sries made up
hronmes

! vpe I amd

af ferrics [Type
chrom,
s (Type IV).

STTICS LS8 A magnetic iron
oxide pigment, chromes use
ither chromium dioxide oran

pros and cons, het
example, generally su:
higher recording levels than

wpe Hs which, In tuen, offer a
wricht mamic range than
fereics. But I
overlaps in performanct
it's ot unknown fora p
terric tosurpa Y chmical
specification
chrome tape.

Meanwhile, a tvpical chrome
Tvpe I1 auffers
Seghiy alent psrudion hrovimeae T vpe
11, a benefit redressed by the
proved outpaat bevels

m k. Clirormes are

[y shiy of Bralliant treble
il. S while a chirorme will
revieal minute beists and turms
withim the music, it's just as
likely 1o sound muted or com-
I"ll‘-'\-ﬂ.'ll if blud gecmisd with

raw sax solo or bright female

viocalist. Metal ¢

better suited to the brighter end
of the mu

Tape bias and equalisation:
e Rape |1]l|'- are dlstin-
ion the
if treble boost apphied
O T b andd the amount
af bias required to optimise
thisi rhormance, Bi
the form of an inaudibl
la kM=) that ag
the magnetic particles into
accepting the musical signal
thist pides galde, Without
this bias signal, magnetic
recording would be impossible
Mormally your deck will
apply a fixed level of bias and
|,'1|||.'Ii--.'|I|.1-|| o nding om FURLT
selec Lo L chirarmie of

N

mictal B3 L Viersatile machines
offer : able bias contral, a
tacil t will vastly increase
the range of ta pes that can be
optimally accommadated

ncreasi 1 applied bias
reduces the tape’s sensitiv
trable but also reduces d
i thes bass. A natural
boost can be |L|:;|'l
cranking up the bias shightly, but
you'll al=o dose a little trel | lie
head room. This ia civen by the
SaTHK III:IIF\.' inour test resules
Similarly, a dim-sounding tape
may be bri il up by hack
ing off th wen thougl hiss
iy be i udible.

owa tape Is made - Hoy the tapes

were tested:

owever advanced the technology of magnetic pigments,

binders and surface treatments, the technical prowess

of the average blank audio @pe stll remains refatively
crude, As a consequence, the correlation becween the
sound of a tape recording and its maximum cutput, its hiss
and oreble level is wETY gnn-d indegd, 30 gur Best Buys and
Recommendations are supportad by hard-and-fase values,
not just subjective opinkan,

It's also warth knawing that our test pracedures confarm
ta strice IECS guidelines. First-generation |EC Primary
Referonce and Calibration tapes (inc '.|-.‘I|r:,g the now '|':.r|:||:! |
Raference) are
used, together
with a pre-cali-
brazed Makamichi
.'ng-nn cassetic
deck. All dB
values rafer 0o the
nominal IEC OdB
paint of
250n'Whim which
Iz a fived measura
of magnetic flux

What the measurements mean:

Sensitivity: this s 2 measure of the ape's output compared
with the appropriate IEC Reference ar -204B. The closer this figure
5 1o DB the more compatible the ape.

Treble level: this is an indication of the tape's relacve
sensitiviny, or how the mpe's Fedponee daviates from the IEC
Relerence between 400z and 10kHz. Positve figures suggest a
bright sound and nagatlivi ﬁgul s 8 dull sound while any deviation
frem OdB may upset the correct aperation of Dolby MR

MOL3 | §Hz: this represents the Maximum Output Level of the
wape at med-bass frequancies (3 1 5Hz), The |'¢r_q>rr_|in§ bkas 5 adjusted
ta yleld a MOL af +3dB with IEC Type | and 1| and +4dB with the
IEC Type IV Primary Reference Tapes. The h gher the r'g‘_u & tha
further it iy be pushed into the red.

SATIOKHEI: likewise this represents the maximam SEopur oF
saturation point of the tapn at high vreble frequencias | | JlHz)
Most tapes will accept less treble bevel than at mid-bass frequencies,
20 SAT |0k is usually lower than its MOL315Hz

Higs: the resdual hiss or bias noise is measured with respecT 1o
thee [EC 048 value, Obviously, the lower the value (higher negative
number) the botter,

Dynamic range: this is the ape's window of opportunity,
the wable range that extends from a carpet of hiss at one end to s
Muamum Cutput at the other, The higher the fipure, the wider the
d:m.'u'm( range

Meodulation neise! an indication of the grunge that lies
directhy nlnngn de any recorded :|gn;|l_ Tapas with advanced mecha-
nisms, a back-coating or a smooth swrface polish wil all exhibit a
ko modudation netse,

Consistencyt the varaton of all parformance parameters
between five samples of the tpe under test. A |00 per cent consis-
tency is the ¢lear poal {qugrr ape manufaciunar

I'.'uj'\-.- Chowce January 199494 :



BASF Sound
Level |

EBASF has long been perplexed
h:..' the LUK markot w Ec:ru' I1|,1I:F|
its audio and wideo cassettes
hawe falled to garner the repu-
tatiom enjrved in Germany. Chr
artificially depressed retail
prices are part of the problem
bt mdspudged markeling is
muoat certainly another.

Henee, Sousd Level 1, a baske
ferric designed solely for tight-
fisted UK pockets, Although
the tinted transparent shell and
stmplified packaging look new,
the tape ingside 1s really no
different from the obd Ferric
Extra I, There is the same
compatible formulation but still
a hint of that muggy and
slightly sal-upon sound Lo its
recordings.

O the gther hand, BASE has
engineeTed a faint boost to the
treble of LI reducing any
feathery loss of crispress (o
percussion and brassy [azz.
Unfortunately, the very aves-
age dynamic range and ot
Lnconsiderabls priceat 5L
ensures it comes unstuck when
nlmpﬂn,'rl with the Ip.:ldi;ng
budget ferrics from Sony,
Maxell and TDE.

If more thought were applied
to its basic chemistry rather
than the style of its packaging.,
them BASE would havea
u"iﬂning ferric on its books

P s

Type and formulation Type |, ferric

Sensitivity ~0.1d8
Trehble lewel w0 4d
MOLT1BH: +1.1dl
SAT10kHz <2108
Hiss 51208
[Dynamic range 54.308
Modulation notse -30.508
Consistamcy T
Price (C20) £2.49 {3 pack)

BASF Sound
Level Il

Enter Sound Levet [T, another
repackaged version of an
existing and very durabbe tape
In this instance, BASFE appears
to have pressed a variation of
the -:'-nEi'n.ﬂ] Clerene Exctiat I tape
into service, housing itin a
trendy Sawnd Leo! shell
Incidentally, this single-layer
chrome tape also forms the
backbone of BASE's profession-
al duplication business, avoid-
ing the quirky but occasionally
brilliant performance of its
dual-layer Chrome Super and
Ceromne Arione tormulations.
Eithir way, the advantage of
a true chrome wsaally lies inits
very small particle size and
high surface polish, properties
that contelbaute to Hs equally
Lizwr higs. Unfc:-rhlnn::'l}-_. in
practice SLIT is about 1dB more
hissy tham the average chrome
while still suffering a frustrat-
ing intolerance of strong treble.
50 if you're inio bright-
suu:ud:lng pop or e then 5L
weill mot be suitable, Otherwise,
it still he'rrn_l.-*.s a hint of the
subdlety, the silky-smoath
delailing and neutral balance of
tt= dual-layer brethren.
]'I-:'-WL'\-'!"L'. it =f1l1 brutses VETY
|\15.'i]:..' indeed: thie f.'lij_;ht-_*-.:t ETTaOT
writh record level resu Iring in
tlat and softened recordings,

Type and formulation Typa i,

Chrome
Sanaitivity -0.908
Tredle (eysd =(L3d8
WOL315Hz +3.1d8
SAT10kHz =6.208
Hiss =58.608
Dynamic range §1.7d8
Maodulation notse -40.6d8
Cansistency B5%
Price {C20) £2.99 (3 pack)

BASF Reference
Maxima TPII

The chances of BASF ever
aunching a preudochrome vas
about as Iika"._-.' as the
Conservative Party being
elected fior a fourth term. Oh, so
the':.' were, And w0 has BASFE.
Thix 1||15;hnf. isq I!hnrrnughl}r T
top-of-the-range Type I called
Reference Maxima '.|'|1ru Precisdon,
or TP

Pl 45 a tripartite assaull on
the variable azrinmuth of conven-
tional shells, deploying short
but very close-mounted guide
pins between the bwo halves of
its welded sheldl. Overkill?
Hardly, the variation in treble
output bebween sides A and B
of & cheap shell is often far
greaber than that caused by a
]Lﬂl:ld':lzl.l.'l'uLIE]I. errorin 1]I.E I.‘Iﬂlk
peself, Here, at least, BASE has
the problem all but licked

The soaund of TP s equally
robust amd swre-footed. Mcking
its way through ferce rock and
pop material with all the
onfidence d'iw,p!:lj.'qd ij." TOE
54 or Maxell XLIT but with a
tinge of brightness. A modicum
of extra bias soothes the sting in
i ail Im'c:nﬁ BASFwitha
firm Recommendation

BASF PLC, 151 Wembley Park
Creive, Wembley, Middlesex
HAS §HO, & 0681-%08 3188

Type and formulation Typedl,

doped-ferric
Bensitivity #0308
Tredile level +1.208
M0LI15Hz +3.0d8
SAT10Hz -L.TdE
Hiss -58.3d8
Dynamic ramje 62208
Madulation noise -44_3d8
Consisienty 95%
Prrice (C80) £2.29

VERDICT

BASF Souinn Lever |

& Twine T b e ume 3
o [l 980 00RACT0

L Do it B -
f:-;-' fomeance o s peers

(% £2.48 (690 3 pack)
SOUND QUALITY
|
VALUE FOR MOMEY
|t m |

VERDICT

BASF Souno Leve NI

i T g pi § my
SR [rime

o] N e vl [ P
plagee
(B 1290 (090 3 pack)
SOUND QUALITY
L | | Dl
VALLIE FOR MONEY
ERECC

VERDICT
BASF Rerererice Maxma TP

g el Fragn
AN Wi 0 Doty S

= Dy NIE TR0 e g By
"2 RS oo chiame

() £2.39 {sbngle £90)
SOUND QUALITY

EEEEC
YALUE FOR MOMEY

EEECC

BBC FX

[.t:nd'in:gJ your gn:xl nametoan
alien product is a dicey busi-
ness vet, in an effort to fill its
coffers, the BBC feels this i=
clearly a risk worth Laking. In
this instance, Strand Eun.l[.vu
ha= been licenced fo use the
BB Ingo on one video and two
blank audio tapes, each sourced
from Korea under the watchiul
eve of all concerned.

I"|1rl1:|r|..ur|.~J:.-'. the £X ferric
turns out to be a very compat-
ble and lively sounding per-
former. [n many respects, its
healthy dynamic range and
lene for great dollops of bazs
begs comparison with Philips'
premiwm FSX Ferro, a tape
v b specifications it matches
point-for-point.

Unfertumately, the basic but
trendy shell design also con-
trlbutes o 2dB varlations in
treble mitput between sides. As
A comsequence one side might
sound beefy and firzy while the
other, l::lu.’:-ugh besty, 19 a little
miufed. On the whole, bowever,
FX burnsin a vEeTy creditable
performance, one that's a litthe
soft about the edges but always
warm and exuberant.

Recommended especially for
u]'.!m.'l'rl-.l,"! ;'.!nrtrl.hh":.

Stramd Europe Ltd, Galway
Rd, Blackbush Business Park,
Yateley, Camberley, Surrey
GUI7 7GE. € (02520 861000

Type and lormulation Type I,

Terric
Sensitivity . 2d8
Trebde level +i.6d8
MOL315Hz +4.218
SAT10kHz -1.308
Hiss -51.9d8
Dynamic range 56.108
Medulation nolse -38. 248
Comsistency 9%
Price (G20} £1.30

VERDICT

BRC FX

& g hosce for bam-veh
FLTREE W] O PG

- el & YAl & e
52 e et s

(W ELI0 {sdnghe €30
SOUND QUALITY

EEmCC
VALUE FOR MONEY

| [l
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BBC CDS

Although the performance of
BBC's FX fermic might have
brought sighs of reliel all
ronnd, Auniie Beeb has not
been so |||r'oc}' with CDS. Both
its wide-windowed shell and
budget psendochrome formis-
lation in fact bear a striking
resemblance tothe CRE-X From
Memorex

Unfortunately the shabby
mechanism introduces a severs
S00Hz shell flutter (cansed by
tape friction) which, in turn,
contribastes both to modulation
noise [recorded grunge) and
+0.8/-2dB variations in trehle
output. Adding insult to injury,
CD3 is only marginally less
hissy than CRS-X, itaelf the
n._'.i;s.-iq-s.l '|'I.'Q|;‘I.Id|'|f]1 oM current-
ly om the market.

The good news is that at least
CO3 ks both very compatible
and Dodby friendly, even if its
m_'rnniings laach the FH.I.I'II.'l:I_.
sparkle and brilliance of the
original. Furthermore, its high
hiss tends b manifest itself as a
fuzzy bloom rather than an
agpressive flzz, ensuring that
i muske sounds comfortable i
colourless.

e miethodds of gvnrr.sl:im{
revenue are obviously wel-
comed by the BBC manage-
ment, bt with COS as ambas-
gador for ‘BEC approved
standards’, it's not ceally doing
much for the corporate image.

Type and borm ilation Type N,

dopud-ferric
Semsitivity -0.2d@
Trabbe level -0.3d8
MOLY Bz +2.8dB
SATI0kHz -4.2d8
Hiss -56. 208
[rynamic range 50848
Madwlation noise 30448
Canslstamcy b1l
Price (C30) £1.55

VERDICT

BRC CDS

= Lmptible: ey s Eadon
i

E L] (RS T0ge Likhshs
YL PO S

(B ELE5 [zingle C30)
SOUND QUALITY

[
YALUE FOR MOMEY

[

Boots Fi

It's something of an open secret
that Hoots' pwn-brand of audio
tape is sourced from those
helpful chaps at Maxell. Either
way, the tinted ‘oval window'
cassetbe shell gives us a firm
chae to its ariging, as does my
spec sheet which reada like a
sample of Maxell IR from six
tor eight months back

Since its launch, FI has
witnemsed steady improve-
ments in line with Masell's own
tapes The lake=t version bene-
fits from & brighter-sounding
formulation thanks toits
greater sensabivity al |.'|L__|!.|'|
{reble) rmp:mwirx.']'l:i:i subtle
Tift tenuds to offset the naturally
feathery quality that plagues
st s frills ferrics, cutting
through its treble with a firm
AP on percusson, brass and
the like.

Sure encugh, Fi lacks the
Lechnical finesse of favourites
like TOHC 2, Fuiji JP-1s and the
latess IR but it does p'rlwi.th.' E
foil to beat ottt competition from
an:,."«_:. HF. Furthermore, Fl is
also very much mone compati-
ble than other cheap but decid-
edly unconventional ferrics like
Seotch BX.

And it does come in a
rounded, frouser-friemdly
cassette case ideally suited to
portable-users with tght
pockits, Bul it's questionable
whether this pastifies an extra
T over Maxell's LIR

Type and larmukstion  Type |, lerris

Sensitivity =0,4dB
Treble kevel +1,4dB
MOL315Hz +2.3d8
SAT10kHz -3.2dB
Higs -52,3d6
Dynamic range 54,548
Modulation noise -38,44B
Comsistency a0
Prica (Co0) E1.18

VERDICT

BooTts Fl

, T P ] RATEEON
cf.f it et A4 k] g

ey Price oSty g o bl
® rvemasa

SUPER
CHROME

0T WY

Boots CDII

“Tdeal for M:‘."‘.‘\-T\.'Iﬁ‘i' boasts
the black and gold packaging of
Bool=" top T:..'Pc IT Formaslatison.
Yel, in reality, COMN is no more
CD-raady than any other mid-
pertormance ps-uu.dm]uume It=
dynamic mnge is exceeded by
the Likes of TDK 54, Maxell
XL and BASF C5H to name
bt a few

[_:I'Ifllrh]l.‘lﬂtl.‘]:r'. [T
saddled with a Fln.'mi.um price,
a blow to its walue that's not
entirely softened by one of
Maxell’s old-style High
Hmonance Proof alwlls.

O the other hand, Boots has
specified a slight improvement
in the tape’s Maximum Crutput
MOL) and d}':ld:l e Fafige buil
there's a more significant
dectine in its ability to sxak-up
the brightest of treble. Asa
resull, CDMI lies midway
between older verslons of SXII
and XL from B .‘.M:ll,:'mnrH-
ing as a somewhat sofer-
soumding alternative to TOK's
Cling-il pseudochrome.

Mothing wrong with that, of
course, but by plaving a safe
and unadventurooes course
CONT looses the sparkle and
plzzazz enjoyed by its peers ata
sarmi I||.| oSk,

The Boots Company, The
Frontage, Nottingham NG2
3AA, B 0602 494161

And at stores across the nation.
Type and formulation Type I,
Sensitivity -0.2dB
Trublo level -0.7d8
MOL31 54z +2.7Td8
SATI0kH 4,408
litss -50.1d8
Dynambs range §1.808
Modulation noise -41.508
Canaistancy %
Price (C100) £1.89

VERDICT

Boors COH

Trwagly mery kil el i
@ I balrce

.ﬁ L of Faln il ARRCH, Wit gk
=

L e oy, ety
(F 119 (single 50} (B £189 {single GO0
SOUND QUALITY SOUND QUALITY
R EERCC
YALUE FOR MORNEY | YALUE FOR MONEY
N | === | [ [l

DOUBLEC

Fuji JP-Is
Extraslim

1f the white haeat of hm“_v j.'lzr.
or the scorched lungs of a Fierce
female vocalist are your cup of
e then ook mo further than
Fuji’s I-:'-l.i.'-]'!r'u'l.‘;l_f."—]'.—i. Mo
budget ferric will match its
ability to blot-up those searing
highs, Oaly Manetl’'s XLI-5 and
TI's AR-X are man enough
Iq;-rtl:l-:'jnb. th'tEJ'i.nE an additbon-
al boost in n.".:.-'narni-:' range at
lower fre-.]uc'nri{': to bt

et [P-Is throws an uncome
rnnn'._'.' briEl.'l‘i HE‘(”J“:IHI:’I'! on all
musical events. 18711 |'|.-1'tr|i:|1|:|.'
breath new life into the dullest
of portables of over-blased hi-fi
decks. For faithiul a'l:"l.'v.'lrdmg,‘-.
though you'll need o deck
|_‘|_'|_‘|,;|i|,1p?|,‘| with r;lpr'-mninp;
facilities

Thi= is an unusual require-
ment for such a cheap tape but
otherwiza [I-Is can sound too
thin and bright. Sure encugh, a
strong bass Hne will stll sound
clean and up-beat but there's no
impsact bo counter the forwand-
ness of percussion,

This quirky behaviour comes
comrrtesy of Full's dual-layer
Beridox formulation, ::l|;u'i|||:;
fine pa riicles om top of a COATSET
plgment o maximise output at
both low and high frequencies
A clever ruse that sacrifices
compatibility

Type and formulation Tupa I,

doped-erric
Sensitivity +0.7dB
Trubin lovel +1.7d8
MOL31 5Hz +3.0d8
SAT10kHz +0.2d8
Hiss -53.7d8
Dynamic range 56.7d8
Maodulation notsa -30.2dB
Consistancy 5%
Price (CA0) E1.15

Fugr |Pls ExTramLIN

g, ShEs oPg ARTIGET el

‘;j P et b [ 1 e B
W erinsidi robie

(TP ELI5 [sighn C31)
SOUMND QUALITY

[ | 1 Jiie
VALUE FOR MONEY
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Fuji JP-Iix
Extraslim

This, to all intents and purpes-
o5, 5 the Type 1] cousin of Fuji's
1P-Is. Bath |~:|1'||.'.~'I|_'|3,'a sandwich
of dnr.n'] fermic Beridox |'|.'|1'ri-
cles but just as JP-f5 is under-
biased i the T_1.']'\-i_' [ =izt [*ifx
l1:r comtrass, i -cligh‘.::; T
biased in the nominal Typell
setting. Both Lapres. curabd dio
with i beas position somevwhere
betwieen Type Land 11

In practice this is impossible.
=0 most users will find record-
s om [Py souned slightly
fuller and richer than the
original. Imnically, this version
runs out o steam some 6dB
bedow (P-1s in the red-hot treble
stakes. Yok its massive |,1_l.-'nam|r
TANGE ENSUTES the raunchiest of
I:!:ih.‘-_l.'.lﬂi‘l.l.ni. drum lines and
mabe vocals are handled with
ease, Incidentally, vou'd have
to shell oul for e likes of
Maxell XLIT-5, TDRK 5A-X or
Somny's Medal Master to excead
the dynamic potential of [P-Tx

Unfortunately, the cheaper
[Py 3s very much more
restrained than Hhese ||-.'|,-|_l.
alternatives, its recordings
\n.1t|'|1i.nj_:, at the hiewls of a ny
spribely-sound i:|-_:'_:||'|-;rru111|:-nr
Blit stick to the elegant pace of 2
ballad or classical guartet and
the true depth and detadl of jts
bavss wiill b rewealid.

Type and formeilalion Type I,

doped-ferric
Sensitivity +0.808
Trehle lnvsl -0.8d8
MOL315Hz +1L.7d8
SAT1 Dz <5508
Hizs =04, 2d8
Dymamic range G.adi
Modulation modse -38.2d8
Consistancy BE%
Price (C50) £1.80

VERDICT

Fugt JP-llx ExcTrasum

e,y et vk

St e e

T wowmcd gy remerend wr oW
‘Wi pog. g jaT

( ELG0 {single C30)
SOUND QUALITY
EEE
YALUE FOR MONEY
LL L

meahy e

Fuji ZII
Extrasllm

Spectacular packaging and &
stylish matt-black ‘extraslim’
storage case collide in Fuji's
brand new AN 'master quality
preudochrome

Omee again Fuji is deploying its
Ty I.|_l.u'-r |1i. rmont o |||'![i mise
the: recording of low I'rh|u;'n
cies o a thick base coat and
higher frequencies on a very
fine top-layer.

In facl, this surface laver uses
the same Beridow particles
foungd in Fuji's 5-%HS video-

i, 1h|,‘TI'I:I'llltl,']:\.'llT.i.;'||-""\_-I.fl_?
contributing to the lowest hizs
of any available prevdochrome
Oy brue chromes like BASE

CMIT, Scobch X50-5 and Philips
LICK are quister

In both the lab and 1i'=|,|,""!1il'||_""
o A0 behaves Hke an
atterdable version of Fisji's [P-
Hx Pro, m.]ul.-u.':ing a I\.Iis.l,,hll:r
lighter but equally entertaining
oL Iﬂll into & emore miodest
dynamic range

In practice, any treble Lift s
sufficiently subtle o render
tape tuntmg w.|1.'li1l.‘ UNMECESEATY,
leaving a beautifully poised
and exceptionally detaibed copy
i its wake

Fuji Fhotofibm UK Lid, 125
Finchley Road, London MW3

6] H. & 071-5386 5000
Type and formulation Type I,
dnped-tarric
Semsitivily {1,248
Trebie eyl +1,0dB
MOLI15H: +2.0d8
SAT1OKAZ -1.648
Hiss -54.4a8
Dynamic range E2.388
Modulation saise -40.7dR
Comsiclancy B
Price {CBO) EX39

VERDICT
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SOUND QUALITY
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Maxell UR

Unlike Somy, which seems
content to churm out the samie
old conking-ferric formulation
year after vear, Maxells first
rueng on the tape ladder gets
slightly higher every season

This is Maxell LR, skl
resplendent in the red-and-
white packaging and see-
through shell design that is the
umiform of all hudget ferrics
Mo change here then,

But listen o litde closer and
the improved stereo focus, the
crispet sound of percussbon and
chearer diction of tricky female
vocalists all start to make
themsel vies fielt,

This improvement lies with
Maxell's Pure Crvstal formula-
tion which has received a (.5dB
bt in MOL coupled with a
fuge 2548 leag tn treble
headrootm over bast year™s
version, [1s balance is slightly
brighter too but; despite
marginal increaze in hiss, ils
useable dynamic range has
widened,

lust as important is the
menenons £1. 10 price-ta, Lokt
antouchied while TOE,
particular, has inflated the price
of 1I-'".-r.1din,; [} ferric, This
places LR ina very strong
r'l':‘\-1lI|."'I dll\.plh:-'ll. |r=!_ bebween
"~|.lm HF and TEK 2 in terms of
|n'rh="|1l..1|1|. . A Hest Buy, then,
tailor-made for dreary-sound-
ing F rtables aned nn insphring
n-car Svstems.

Type and formalation  Type |, berric

Sensitivity -0.2dB
Tredin level +1.508
MOL31 5Hz +1.1dE
SAT10kHz =0.9dB
Higs =§1.9d8
Dynamic ramge 55.0dB
Mnduiation nokse -10.348
Consistenoy a0
Price (G9a) £1,10

VERDICT
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Maxell XLI-S

A wear ago we marvelled ot the
provwess of Mavell's budgat SX1
ferric, n tiape that combines the
advanced Cobalt-Sigma parti-
cles of XEI-5 with UE's budget
HE mechanism.

This year the P.u.'k..tgin_q_. i
nok the formulation, of XL1-5
ftself has bewn revised. Out has
gone the old Super-Silent Mhase
Accuracy (55-FA) mechandsm
in favour of a aw high
resonance-damipang and heat
resistant shell struck from an
altogether more dgid new
polymer

Fortunately, the infarmous
brightness of the old XE0-5 has
e Larmed in this Latest
iteration

Mevertheless, the new XLE-S
15 =t far from neutral,
demanding you plunge thase
:r|.'|.'|1r|.iir|;.; meters firmiby into thee
red if its massive dynamic
range 1 o be |mp|-:5-it|.u1 I this
respect, XLI-5 i second anly to
T AR and AR-X_the latter
sharing a very similar blend of
high treirle headroom as well as
high treble sensitd .

Ax "ve indicated, an extra
dose of l:lpc-'.'!sn:i will soathe
wihat remains of its 4.1'.'.1g|_~h'igh
frexquencies. But treat it with
care and vou'll discover XLI-5
b5 a matiiral ke recording
amything from a heated pee
session ko synth-dominated
rock or full orchestra

Type and formulation Typa I,

dopad-farmic
Semsitivity +1,6d8:
Trebile level +2, 3B
MOLI1SHE 44,408
SAT10kHz +0.2dB
Hiss -53.200
Dynamic range 57.5dB
Muidiilation soize -44 8l
Gomsistancy 5%
Price (G0} E1.TH

VERDICT
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XL

Maxell XLII

M sooner had the ink dried on
our 1993 Blank Tape
Supplement than Maxell
secretly re-formulated ts XL
storm trooper o achieve a far
closer match with the TEC
Reterence. Maxell then hald
back until August betore
officially relaunching XLl ina
nev matt grey Energy Efflcient
and Anti-Besonance mecha-
nismn. In fact, XL had already
Imeen Carrying its rewised Black
M agnedite tape lormulation for
many months, albeit in the
original HR shell deskgn.

Either way, this new-found
compatibility has been
achieved at the expense of
slightly lower cutput levels,
Fortunately, its lower hiss
means the overall dynamic
range has only been squeezed
by (5 B o s, putting new
XLITom a par with TDK's
popular 5A pseudochrome.
Indeed, the similarity bebwern
XL and 54 is quite uncanny —
just comipare the specifications

Recordings on XL are
similarly faithful, Vocals suffer
little or no additional slbilance,
percussion sounds o risp and
clear while saxophone sounds
bright and brassy without the
undue emphasis l.i-r‘_-rl.rl'l.'lL'|.|1i.I1F
like the XLH-5. Inshort, XLIT
|.15|.'l'|'Ldl:':~ r.'\'L'r:rtl:lin__i_-::-rh*nﬂ ."r:.-
TDEK 54. Everything, that is,
except the h igh price.

Type and formalation Type I,

doped-lerrie
Sonsitivity -0_2dR
Trable level +0.2dB
MOL31 5Kz +1.J608
SAT10kHz -4.1d8
Hiss -64.1d8
Dynamic rangs E2.7dB
Todulation salse =4, 1d8
Condistency 8%
Price (G890 £1.59

VERDICT
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:‘% Fesawitdy rew il vl repaeeni
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| SOUND QUALITY
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Maxell XLII-S

After the intrigue surrounding
ey XL the story behind new
XLI-5 1% n'..'l'll_l.-' qu ke b-,'l-]'in!_l._
'ut simply, Maxell switched 1o
its fAavour-of-the-season HRD
mechanism while alio boosting
it H'i-f]u‘r|1'.|r Black !'r'!.u;r.g‘-rit-_'-
pigment

Accordingly, I'm delighted
bt annosence that both the MOL
and l;i:l.':h'.\l'ﬁi..' range of XLIT-5
are up by a massive +1.2dB,
very nearly toppling TDOK 54-X
[rom: s precarions perch. Bt
then Maxell knew this all along,

Sadly, ifs bright treble has
just got brighter. This ensures
the rendition of rim-shods,
|:|:|'|::|.I--t:r|.|11.!:_!_5| 1kITS Or r|.1|'n|_|1!_:
-',.url'uph;:-l'n'-:;u,lia:u.ar._l all
aexposed with an ear-plercing
sharpmess,

You could simply wind-up
the tape bias and squash its
rising treble. However, this also
reduces its high frequency
headroom by a samilar degree,
A @i XLH-% writh a flak
respoaee looks little different
Ergom Maveell's standard XLIT.

Maturally, Maxall's latest
hieat-resistant mechanism, with
it= refurn o a very small tape
viewlng window, provides a
degree of stability that has been
lost to the XLIT. But in the vast
maparity of cases this will pass
utnaticed. So do yourself o
lavour and apk for the chea per
NLU natesd.

Type and farmulation Type H,

disped-ferric
Sensitivity 0.0d8
Tredle kevel +i.608
MDLI18H: -+4.6ilB
SATi0kHz -2.7dB
Hiss -6l 24l
Dynamic range 62,548
Madulation natse -44, 2B
Cansisiency B
Price (C80) £2.48

VERDICT
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SOUND QUALITY
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Maxell MX-S

Every tew years the various
IEC Primary Refesence tapes
e I.I_:\.'qd.l.i.'ll b reflect the tide
of I.!ln.'lnH!' imeach of the T:l,'!'\-r L
Nand IV ca h':;nrir_:

Thus the latest Type [V
atandard (called MISO7AY kicks
this likes of TRE MA-X 51,u1_l.-'
Metal Master and Maxell MX-5
firmly Into touch.

As A result, Masell”s new
A X-5 Lok a ot maore com pnri-
hle than its predecessor
Hammer this AMX-5 with
aevervthing vour deck can
muster nnd _1.'-::-|:|'II be rewarded
with an impressively solid.
tactile and confident sound.

There's little to fouch MA-S
in the hass dl"r‘.‘lﬂl‘l‘n,"ﬂl bt thie
fanest of tape machines may
still reveal a faint vagueness n
its upper treble, a gentle soften-
Ing that dulls the edye of the
sharpest percussive transients.

Importantly, Maxell's
advanced HED mechanism
dowes affer a great improvement
in azimuth stabili by over the
older 55-I'A shell, reducing
variations in output belwieen
sides from 1-2dB to less than
0.4dB. Even the huge 63dR
d]':l.:l:ni.': range is retaimed, s0
it's a piky MX-5 remains com-
promised by a dodgy treble,

Maxell UK Ltd, 3a High Sireet,
Rickmanswaorth, Herls, W3
THR. & (0923 777171

Type and farmulation Type IV,

Metal Allay
Sensitivity +0,34B
Trefle |eweal +0.7TdE
MOL31 8Kz +5.4dB
SAT10kHz +0.5d8
Hiss -57.6dB
[rynamic range B1.0d8
Modulation noise 431 Haft
Consigtency %
Price [C90) £3.98

' VERDICT

MaxEl MX-3
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Memorex dB

With Memorex in the process of
being sold off by the collosal
Tandy empire, changes are
inevitably afoot. For now,
hioweser, Memiok Products
will combinue bo distribute the
=ubstantial Memorex range
throagh Tandy's network of
dimaler outbers.

The Memorex range includes
aseries of some six ferrics, two
peeudochromes and a lone
metal which, to the best of my
knewledige, has never seen the
light of a retail environoment

The aptly entitled i is its
entry-level ferric, a ha Eaim-
basement formulation whose
opaque shall s a throwback to
the prehistory of tape design,
Well, l|1l.'<'i.__|q|1|:i.<"\.' amyway el
to give @ credit, it does offer a
lower hiss tham budget
favourltes ke Sony HF, TDK D
and Maxell (K,

Sadly, its poor MOL reduces
the avallable dynamec range to
just 33.8d B, suggesting df is
better suited o simple folk and
sodomaterial than the punish-
ing demands of archestral or
rock music.

As long as vou don't expect
ton much, df won't prove too
disappointing. After all, it's a
cheap ferric and has an arche-
typal soft and feathery ‘cheap
terric sound” ba rmatch.

It only it were not so canvine-
ingly trounced by that ather
cheap ferric — Scotch BX.

Type and lormulaticn  Type |, ferric

Semsitivily -1.208
Trehbe level +0.548
MOL31 54z +1.0dB
SAT10kHz -1.3d8
Hiss -B2 BdB
Dymamic range 53,808
fndulation moise 35,608
Consislency 85%
Price {E80) £0.85

VERDICT
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Memorex
dBSI

The exceedingly loud packag
ing of Memorex’s dBS! s sadly
deceptive, for this budget fernic
is really no more capable than
its dE relative, It will toderate a
whiff of extra treble but with a
propartionately higher level of
higs, The overall dynamic range
remains unchanged.

Yet by changing the ranspar-
enit shell -.']n-:'i|_:.n_ Memorex hies
sueceeded in nxi'.lci'rl.g‘ thee
scrape flutter and modulation
malse that plagued its forebear,
As a result, these newer dBSHS
somnd cleaner, clearer and
somewhat brighter than ghe
ariginal trendy version of this
1|,1|1;.~_~_-'t.1 nding ferric.

Mew dHS] is alse moTe
consistent, though with MOL
down by 1.3dB and SAT by
0.8dB this i:lm"l'lﬁlllx'l.'T'.'r.'\' I
could vet upset the operation af
Deplby MK More importantly,
whoere the old 851 {Jan 92
'=1.1F]'.||\."I'I'|I'!11_| ook a nosedive ag
high In'qu;'nri-e'\. thas iferation
has received a 3dH boost - o
sustain the shimmer it not the
crisp attack of cymbals. Don't
et tooexcited, dBS1Hs just a
lighter-sounding alternative to
Miemarres B

Intertan UK Ltd, Leamore
Lane, Walsall, West Midlands

WEZ 7PS. @ (0922) T1D000

Type and formulation  Type |, ferric
Sensitivity =1,2dB
Trable level +1.6d8
MOLI1 5Hz +1.208
SAT10KHE -2.0dB
Higg -52.5dB
Dy nadtie: Fange 53.TUE
Matslation nokss -38,B0B
Cansistenoy T8%
Price (G490} £1.18

VERDICT
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Philips FS
Ferro

["hilips was a trifle reluctant to
release samples of its blank tfape
an this eocasion, And with
hindsight 1 can appreciate its
apprehension. lake the
Economy Flus' F3 Ferro by way
of example, Mow this cooking
ferric has enpoved a mumber of
cosretic revamps but the
current version is really no
different from those of vesber-
:\-'I.‘ﬂr.

In fact, both the tinted shell
design and rather ordinary
ferric plgment bear a startling
resemblance to Fuji's alder DR
Ix. But where DE-1x has bean
improved with a brighter
soun (ses 92k |.IL'.~|'.||.I;_1|L-
ment), !"hi]irus EX remains
Fideboynd toits Iow m.'n'\.'i1'i1.".r:\r'
formulation. Sure enough, its
useable dynamic ramge i no
WOrse I|';|:|..-‘|}'. Maxell's LIR
bt iks sound is distinctly Hatter
and le=s interesting. Abowve all,
thiy i= one af those errics that
seeres unable to avoid the
feathery treble quality that once
characterised the breed.

Meanwhile, although its
average’ treble level looks a
very accurate and compatible
+1d B, in practice it varie:
frim +2dB bo -2d B courdesoy od
shell azimuth errors from side
Eur sigde, -.|r|||'.'h' ten 54 n'.|.l'.-|f. Mot
as thev say, boo clever

Type and farmulation Type |, berric

Sensitivity =1.1d8
Trehle boval #0188
MOLIVSHE +2.3d8
SAT10kHz -L6d8
Hiss -52.6d8
Dymamic range 54.048
Modulation malse -39.948
Comsistency BE%
Priico (GO0} E1.29

VERDICT
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Philips UCX
Ultra

!"illml.-tﬁll:l;.{ very sifanze has
happened o Fhi |:||:=e\. LCK tltea.
Char sa mp]l,'s lacked the mew
marbled packaging and Super
Precision shell boasted of by the
lierature for the 1993-1994
=EASO. A pp:n:'ntl:(. l|1|Jn}".'-
LICH shiould look pest like the
latest Metal PI hlrunmph'
had the older packaging.
Furthermaore the recent
increase in MOL and dynamic
range bat substantial drop in
SAT suggests Philips has
abandomed the pseudochrome
formulation used between
1549193 for its far earlier dual-
lawer LICK chrome plgment
This b= confirmed by the very
lemw chirome-lke hiss level of
just -59,6d B but particularly
wieak and droopy treble (the
psendochrame LICK had a
bright treble balancek Soyou'll
nesed b0 avoid all treble-domi-
nated music and back-off on
those recording levels to
squegre the best from LDCX
Pushed too hard, LHOX will
quickly begin to saturate, its
treble becoming increasingly
dull and softened as the meters
trip itk Hhe red. Treated with
kid glevees X can sound both
delicate and detailed, but
Sooteh's X5T-5 does the same
job w0 much more effecti '.'4,'I!.-'.

Type and formulalion Trpe i,

doped-ferric
Sensitivity <2.0d8
Trenln lnwel =1.548
ML 1 SHE +2.008
SAT1 Dz -T.6dB
Higs -50.648
Dyiamic ramje B1.6d8
Modulation nodse -42.50B
Cansistemcy 5%
Price (CA0) £1.88

VERDICT
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Philips Metal
Plus

Okavy, a0 nesk ihvior FX of UICX ame
anything bo welte home alwout,
All b which puts plenty of
PTESSUTE 0N Maehal Plus s come
up with the goods. Fortunately
for Philips, it dees. And then
Like other premium
metals, MP laps-up bass like it
g ot of fashion.
Improvements in MOL and
hiss hawve stretched M7
-,1!.rn.'|mi|: range to 62 5B,
bringing Metal Plus into line
with the lles of Maxell MX.
Metot Plus also offers 2 compa-
rabled ynam i TANER W ith
TDK's MA but, once again,
offers a degree of compatibility
that’s lost 1o its up-beat cousin,
However, rather than ply MP
with Dalby MR, your besit bet is
Eo crank Il:.a'm' nx'."un‘lin!';-.'nn
trols hard into the red and bury
any suggestion of hiss nan
assault of dyvnamic, hard-
hitting music. Compared with
the super metals from Snn}' and
Maxell { Verterh, MP can sound
Just a little vague or diffuse at
tirnes, but this is a feature of
odher Philips tapes and not
sarmpy a I.IL‘L"Jl:I.I ity of AP,

SO

P'hilips Electronics, City
House, 420-430 London Road,

Croydon, Surrey CRS 30R,
B (11689 2164
Tywe and formulation Type IV,
Matal
Sensitivity 0.0dB
Trabbe beval -0.2dB
MOL315Hz =5.0dB
SAT10KHz +0.3dB
Hizs -57.548
Dymamie Fangs 62,548
Modukalion noise -41.0dB
Comsisbency B0%
PPrice (L9} E4.19

VERDICT
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Scotch BX

Cheap, certainly, but Sooteh's
renivwd BX is anything but
comventional. ILs principal
claim to fannee Les in the ability
to absork more punishing bass
than victually any other ferric
on the pla net

AlL that is, save TDK's
premium AR which retains b=
e with a 1dB margin. The
previous contenders, bicluding
Maveell XLI-S and That's CO-IF,
have now been pushed into
lesser positions.

Anyway, BX remains an
absolute natural when it comes
ko recording the brooding
menace of an ofgan recital or
the traditional st renth, say, of
an XTC bass line.

Bt mot all s resy, [ts ability
l withstand white hot shards
of treble is greatly diminished,
even by the standards of Sony
HF or TDK D,

I'd suggest vou back-aff on
the bias du g recording to
counber ity |.1'r|1|,1|'.v_'.-' treble, but as
the world of BX revalves
around pertables this s
unlikely ko be o realistic
proposition. Instead, vou're
better off strapping voarself in
and slugging B firmly into the
recl on the Bevel meters with
bags-orientated rock and pop.

[usk l-'l'll|||'| thinse Fip- hurlm{
bass riefs and to hell with irebie
aompression, Recommended
iy tr heaven sent rock and
eollirs among vou.

Type and formulation Type |, ferric

Samsitivity +1.208
Trobile lewed -14d8
MOLI1 BHz +8,008
SAT10kHz =1.5d8
Hiss -51.0dB
Dymamic range 5i6.dB
Mndulation moise =38.5d8
Consistency B%
Price {C80) Ed.48 {5 pack)

VERDICT
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@ e rrxTyN @ Pwl B v engs
Fiir by oo il 1 RS ] e
@ DRl G o patymea @ o 0 .I.T‘. Ll !
{1 £448 (90 5 pack)) () T4.40 (90 3 pack)
SOUND QUALITY SOUND QUALITY
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Scotch XSII-S

Unlike many Type [f
phl.l.li‘ll.n..lll.lmr-n'. hich ane
glibly described as 'chromes’,
Scotch X505 is the BENLUENE
article. It's been repackaged ina
brighter pinky-coloured wrap-
per but the Basic formulation
still bears more than a passing
resemblance to BASF s dual-
layer CSll chromwe tape. Still,
Scotch has succesded in stretch-
ing its head room at both bass
and treble frequencies, ensur-
it X5H-5 = 8 beafy, belght-
sounding chrome 1ape.

MNevertheless, X5I1-5 is still a
chrome at heart, so beware of
b or sustained treble notes
before lnunching into a recerd
ing. If jpzzy sounds are your
bag then forget X5I1-5 and opd
for a more rugeed
peeudochrome instead. But
gentle acoustic selections play
directly fbo the subile aod
cautious hands of X50-5.

Hiss is low so there's no need
o slarm those msters into the
rod. Just leat the tape with kid
}'.|I.H.'l.".- and it will reward you
with some exceptionally
refined recordings, sustalning
Lhe ot of fragile detall that's
poutinely buried by much of its
peadochrome competition
One for the specialist,

3M UK FLC, MOy Brox 1, Market
PMace, Bracknell, Berks Rii12
UL 2 i0344) B53000

Type and fermulation Type

Chrome
Sensitivity <0.7d8
Trobie level +1.0d8
MOLF15Hz +4.1dB
SAT10kHz -5.2dB
HEss -5, BdB
Dymamic rangs 62.7dB
Tadulation noisa -38.5d8
Gonsistency B5%
Prica (Com) Fa4.45 3 pack)

VERDICT

Sony HF

Jud gingt by this entey-leved
ferric, all’s besn very quiet on
the Eastern Frontover the lnst
vear. Basically, these samples of
Sony HF betray very litthe
differemee with those featiired
im the 53 supplement.

Ly n:ll.l.rlumltl.'l:l. tur Somy, its
competitors have not spent the
Intervening firme resti g o
thisr corporate laurels. They
bave beem busy squeezing thesr
tape for all ils worth.

S HF sl offers rather
lighter, brighter and distinctly
hissier versions of the original.
Sadly, HF is one of those ferrics
whiose Thiss Spectum’ is con-
cendrated in an arca that's
particularly audible,

As a result its hiss coves as
an annoving fizz rather than the
sevfter haze of TDR D even
though the Latker might have a
woorse figure for A-wid Riss o
the measwrenwnt able,

Female vocalisks can sound
masre =sibilant and PETCUESION
le== crisp as a consequence,
despite the overall feel of its
masic belng very energetic and
up-beat.

This is one instance where
Dolby noise reduction actuaily
works to patch-up recording
quabity wihitle abs s Ppressing
hizs, snapping the variabbe
performance of {1 into & more
cohetent whole. Remenber this
and HF will live 1o FigIut st hes
dav

Type and formulatien Type |, ferric

Sensitivity “0.5d8
Troble lavel +1.948
MOL315Hz +2E4B
SATIOkHE 1,54l
Hiss -62.3dB
Dymamic range 55.1d8
Todulation noiso -3 Hdl
Consistemny %
Price (GO0 £2.24 (bwin pack)

VERDICT
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Sony UX-S

Suimetine last vear, Sony sent
vatl a mwchure of LX-5 samiples
fuw best, a number having an "X

sinted in bhe middle of ther
['-Ilt'h code (the code o ks
spin

These X-rated sarmples all
enpnved a worthwhile boost in
output level, a feature reflected
in the 3, 1dB MOL ot these
mosk recent UA-5 tapas. And
yes, they foo have an X' in their
bateh code.

b what, vou say? LEX-S sHll
haas o 0f the lowest hiss levels
ufany pscadochrome (only
b ben this wear by Fuji's IP-
tx), while its dynamic range
has wdged up into line with Fuii
AT but not TDKE 5A or Maxell
KL, its peincipal rivals in the
Type [l market. The end result
ks revordings that are tinged
weith just a hind of exira brighe-
s, Hhe exageeraned glint of
cymbals countered by vocals
Hat can soumnd slightly recessed
ar tlattened,

Soany Teally can't win, for the
ity ol its Superfine magne-
I coatibng villy servies to high-
Ethl. the i wedidling cased by
strape Hutter in its hi-tech ot
comipromised ‘anti-vibration
mcianism'

Stll. Sony bas proaised
Benkine hnproverents o -5
i the viery near futire. And if
That’s the cos, you'l resd
about then First in Hi-F Chodge,

Tyt &nd formalation Type i,

dioped-farric
Semsitivity -0.5d8
Trahée level +1.1d8
MOLI1 5Kz +3.1dB
SAT10kHZ -4.BdB
Hiss -58.34B
Dymamic range 62440
Modulation noise -A0.2dB
Consisienoy 92%
Price (GS0) E3.99 (twin pack)

(B E1.99 /090 twin pack
SOUND QUALITY

NN
VALUE FOR MONEY
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Sony MetaI-X

Even if LiX-5 books set for a
revamp, the arrival of this
pepped-up Mabul-XR will cut
|:|1rv::-u|_.;h Sony’s elowd of
I1E"1]"I'II'I|.‘|I':.1|.'_'.' like a welcome
ray of sunshine, Recordings on
Mutal-XR are remarkably
faathiul fo the original, captur-
ir'.!'; the power of an arc hestral
tyrmpani as effectively as the
thrill of massed strimgs or
breathy presence of a solo
vocalisl

I¥s med '|.'II':I.‘|"EC|.. of course, but
oily the most advanced of Iape
decks will reveal a hint of
thitiness th n1|,|gh Ihn;-TnirI'r.'mgl,'
ang bower treble, Otherwise,
il prove the perfiect partner
for 5% per cent of IEC-aligned
metal-equipped decks, sapping
the record hands dry before the
tape itself mves wp the ghost.

All this comes courtesy of a
I1u5;-e' im provement in MO
with no detetioration in hiss,
ensuring Méatal-XR has the
widest dynarmic range of all
save the very costly Super
Metaks, Furthermore, this boost
has been schieved withoul
disturbing XR's near-tdeal
::-n'.pa.hbali!:-'. If any metal was
optimised for L)«.'-Il:!}- nodse
reduction then this, |.'|l.lih"'
trankly, isit. A cracker.

Sony UK Lid, South Street,
Staines, Middlesex TW15 4PF,

= (0784) 467000
Type and formulation Type IV,
Metal
Sameitivity +0.348
Trebie level -0.1dB
MOL3 5Hz +4,4dB
SATI0kHZ =0LadB
Hiss -57.7dB
Dynamic range G2.6d8
Moddulation nolse -38.8dB
Conslstency 85%
Price (CO0) £5.09 [hwin pack)

VERDICT

Soky METAL-XR
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SOUND QUALITY
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Sony Super
Metal Master

Haow much? '1'1-].1. wod boo could
beccme the proud ownes of the
World's most advanced C80,
But at a price. Somewhere in
the reglon of £14 buys you the
highest in fape high fechnolo-
EV- Thi tirst I1.';'|1-I..'|}'|.-r mieal
t.|'|1|:t;'|1|:;|.nn:-n‘\'] to combing the
bowrest hiss, the hij;h(‘ﬁf hiead-
room and, naturally, the widest
dynamic range achieved by any
cassetbe

In many respects, SMM s an
pvnlution the basic’ Mefal
Mlaster, beefing-up its ahility
with sustain the trickiest
transients, reducing modula-
thon nodse with & super-smooth
back-coating and knocking
dead vibrations with 4 compos-
ite ceramic shell. SMM is even
more compatible than the
original MM though Dolby will
rarely, if ever, be used in anger.

Mo, Just bang those meters
into the end-stops and pray the
record heads don't saturats
befiore S has had its L Top
flight decks from the likes of
Makamiichi, Revox and ":5'-::411:.'
wiill realise its |'||1|:r_'nri.1.l And
yvield recordings that sound
muore dynamic, detailed, trans-
parent and, well, simply more
reilistic than any to date. Metal
Mizster bs the ultimate fape for

the deap of pocket.
Type and formulation Type ¥,
Ifetal
Sensitivity . E6dE
Tredle lewed +0.2dE
MOL315H +5,TdE
SAT10kHz +.406
Hiss 58,508
Oynamic ranga 64.2d8
lépdulation nodss -4, 308
Conskstemcy B0
Prica (CO0) 4

VERDICT

Somy SUPER METAL MasTER

R PRI Tha sutio of et
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@ COS; oyt comen w1 1

(e P g
(U4 {profected price for COK)
SOUND QUALITY

EEEEE
VALUE FOR MOMEY
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TDKD

Since time immemorial TDR
has been the budget ferric 1o
baat, & benchmark |'|l.'ll:|!. piir-
savedd by the lkes of Sony HF
and Maxell LR,

.‘\Inrhinp. h.:':chnnmlll.
leaving the [} of today almost
indistinguishable from the D of
thres years ago, [k clear, bright
and Fues-fres sound keegp it pust
a whisker ahead of both LIR
and HF,

Mevertheless, the price of a
single C90 has risen by nearly
A0, lifting TDK [¥ clear of the
budget market and pitching it
imtcs r\cun]'n'ti.tinm with Fug jF-Is,
BRC FX, Boots SFfand Maxedl
SXI'taname but four,

And judged against this
company TIXK D fails to shine
gukte so brightly. Its wide
dvnamie range and decent
treble headroom is rendered
commonplace, rather than
exceptional

Yet the sheey fact that O s
able to hold f= own against
such ¢ ormpretition pava tribuite
tov its blerd of I.|1.1H5vr‘il.‘.-- Faw
budget fernics will match its
effortless sound, a .-,1.1|-_|1ri:inp;l1.-'
natural and transparent
account of the original that's
blessed with the most innocw-
[CTCHTEEN

Howaver, [ is langing om by
its Fingertips, =0 TOK must ook
o glerLane improvements in the
very moar future if it inbends fo
sty in the run:rl.i:|13

Type and formulation Type |, berric
Sensitivity 0unde

Trebie bevel +1.608
MOLI15HE +3.808
SATI0kHZ -1.7d8
Hiss -51.09d8
Dymamic range 55.708
Modulation naolse -40.T08
Comsistency %
Price [CO0) E1.39

TDK CDing-1

‘Dresignied’, says TDK, ‘to
deliver a sound similar bo your
CDs'. These CDiHg tapes are the
st Blatant two-fingers ever
waved at the BPI .1:ﬁih1-l.'!|umn
at the Pertorming K‘ighm
";'d.'\cim:l.'. Heaven torbad that
anyone should encourage us
tocopy from CD. D mean’
there's even a CD splashed
across its decorative packag-
iy What can IJ:e{' e
evertheless, the ide that
Ciing-1 should be any mans
r.'|'|'-.'|!.'.h||,'- of 'rﬁ:nr\-:i‘:nﬁ fromn, O
than any other mid-priced
ferrc i, quite frankly, cobblers.
In rea I'sl:_'r'. [:J].".lrlg-l lonks -"1r.~.]:|i-
cionasly like a sample of TDK
ALY in a new transparent shell
amd sbimline, trouser-friendly
protectivi case.

It sounds that way too. Like
AL {and Somy's older HE-5),
CDing-1 has a very robust but
unmistakably louwder, brighter
and harder balance than the
nriginal. Rather like the earliest
T6-bit L[ p]a}'rrx_.'in fact.

.-\.n}m.'ﬂj."_. Ihs:ruEZh it wrill
absorh a fair shock of treble
without distress, I'd advise you
teriddle with the fine bias
contral before committing
anything bright to CDorg-l.

It's a clear advance on TDE D
but is mther less compatiblea
with either Dolby noise reduc-
tion o1 your average porfable or
personal steten

Type and formulation Trpa |,

doped-terric
Sansitivity «0L6dB
Trabés level +2.1dB
MOL315Hz +4.7dB
SATIDkHzZ «.1dB
Hizs -83.54B
Dynamic rangs 57648
Medubalion noise ~38.248
Consistency 0%
Price (D80} E3.59 (3 pack)

VERDICT

TDK D
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TDK AR

Mo existing Type [ can match
the: vast dynamic range offered
by TDK AR, the one tape Lhat
continues fe comfound the best
efforts of major producers like
Somy, Maxell and Fuiji.

B-."Iu_q mesre HF-{'I'iHl;. AR will
absorb more bass energy than
any other tape on the planet,
and this includes Sony's oatra-
geousely expensive Super Metrl
Master, Mevertheleas, most
metals and a nurnber of super-
ferrics (ke AR-X, Maxell 5X1,
XLI-5 and Sony HE-3) will
su=tain Heroer bolts of high
:‘Tt‘lll.li'l'll__l' crwrg:. o

AR is a thoroughly unique
proposition, a blend of cobalt-
doped Avilyn particles housed
in the noaw-familiar SPR shell
design. Recordings sowund beefy
andd rugged, combining the
carth-rumbling bass of a costly
metal with the lively and
angaging treble of r’;r,lrn'l
peeudochrome.

It's particularly successful
with rand orchestral works
which can exploit its deep and
tactile bass, with nary a sugges-
tion af the vague, fuzzy troble
quality once associated with
terrics as a broed

In practice, AR is just one of a
number of peeudochromes
engineered (o operate at the
lower ferric blas, But where its
competitors are fickle, AN is

smplyfantastic.
Type and formalation Typel,
daped-ferric
Sanstivity +1, 28
Trable hevel +0,5d48
WL 151z +6. 116
EAT1DkHz =1.548
Hias -53.3dB
Dynamia ramge 58.4dB
Madulation noise -37.5dB
Cansistency 5%
Price (CS0) E1.47

VERDICT
TOKE AR
0 s s

.5 GONE: var. sarmms o paes

i L Relearra
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(B ELAT (singhe CO0)
SOUND QUALITY

EEERE
VALUE FOR MONEY

TDK CDing-Il

The marketing hype confinues
weith TDE s Type lentrant into
the ‘let's encourage people o
parate from CDs'stakes, Cnee
again, the reference to CDs ls
about as relevant as ‘Digltal
Beady amplifiers or loudspeak-
o= But what the heck, that's
exactly why peaple buy them,
=0 whyw beat about the bush
pretending they are for record-
ing bird SONE,

Perhaps TRK is referring to
the dymamic range of CDérg-l1
rather like BASF in Hs earlier
99,9 per cent nodse-fres’cam
paLgn directed af O users. In
this case, it's as well o apprecl-
ate that CINRg-IT is less accom-
plished than the budgel TDK
SF bormulation.

You'll find it provides a
slightly brighter halance but is
liess able to suslain Lhe loudest
of notes through bass, mid or
treble. Henoe the reason why a
three-pack of CDing- T is
- T tualﬁ-}- |.'|'|n1p-e'r than its -:_'I'_.ll.lw-
I partier.

Still, CO%g-l promises a
very consistent performance
weith very little azimuth error
between sides, Here, at leasl,
TDK shows that trend y trans-
parent shells need not go hand-
in-hand with a below par leveeed
of performanie.

Otherwise CD¥g-II proves
vary compatible, even if it's
nothing to met exclied alyut.

Type and formulation Type IL,

deped-ferric
Sensithity 0.0d8
Tredile lewsl +0,6dB
LI 15HE +Z.6dB
SAT1 Dtz =4.5d8
Higs <HE.0dR
Dynamic range 61.508
Madulation aoise ~36.7d8
Cansistency %
Price (090} £3.78 (3 pack)

VERDICT

TOK Tl
PPROEES: e ety ot
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| @ COME: Can surd o bre tua

e e et
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SOUND QUALITY
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TDK SA

TDK Is about to laars the hard
way that no tape manutacturer
—and particularly the
acknowledged leader of the
p.l-::k- can afford to rest easy on
its laorels,

The last principal revislon
saw 5A equipped with a tew
binder, allowing a denser but
more uniform distrbution of its
fine Super Avilyn particles. The
1.I.|.'|.‘||.'Il.lt Wasa H:ig]ﬂ reduchon in
hiss, oo ||.|]'.||c\'| with the n'-,:-:ili;:v to
withatand Ir.1-:ri|_'|r1.'|||:v hjp‘hm’
levels, And that, broadly
speaking, still holds true today.

Blake no mistake, 5.4 still
rmikes damn fine rm:urdir.gf._.
copies that are both newtral,
detazled and almost perfectly
ruh].uln:si vie b r_:l-l,'ull'.-:l.' noise
reduction. There's no exagger-
tion of transient detall, no
spotlighting of percussion or
slurring of vocals, and almeost
10 1058 of the emotive power
Iying behind any stvle of music
1_.'-.|'u.'d care to meniion,

Drawhbacks? Com r!rl'red, wilh
the finest metals, 54 does
intraduce a hint of softness,
especially through its bass
which can seem ever-so-
slightly warmer than the
orginal

Otherwise 54" greatest
drawback ks Maxell's XL, a
mear-indistinguishable A
pseudochrome available at a
saving of 20p,

Type and formalation Trpell,

doped-ferric
Sanaillvity +0.348
Tredble level +0.4a8
ML 15HE +31608
SAT10kH: -A.1dB
Higs =58.1d8
Dynamic range Gi2.7da
Moduiztion moise =38.808
Consiglency B5%
Price (Cod) £2.29

VERDICT

TOK 54
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TDK SA-X

The creeping stagnation wit-
niessed with TDE 54 is also
smatching at e heels of ks
premium psewdochrome, SA4-X.

Mol s long age, TDK
claimed that 54-X was 'the
L|1.|il.'be"il tape inthe warld’. a
sad epitaph for a premium
formulation that - by today's
standiards - s actually nosier
than the majority of premium
peendochromes. Even its
overall dynamic ringe has been
squeszed, allowing Fup 17-1Tx
Pro, BaSF Chrovme Maxeorg [T
andd !\'{1|1}' Super Mebal Master
room to overtake,

Once again, Maxell is provid-
ing the strongest challenge, its
labest XLI-5 formulation
offering a cheaper but brighter-
Sl nd:ing.llh:'mﬂri'\.'q,' to thie
contident pizzaz of 54-X. In
comtrast with the sober newtrali-
tyof 54, 5A-X remains as
charismatic, as Ilw'l:.' andd
cobotigful as ever.

Its recordings often sound
more open and exuberant than
tl:lr'-:r:'igin.'.ul. thamks loits
expansive but mercifully clean
treble, As abways, SA-X could
never be described as faithful,
Punchy, dynamic and great fun
bul never faithful,

Alloof which beaves us with a
ooatly party tape, purpuq-'r_-bui_lg
for rock *n’ roll and guaranieed
o blow cobssebs from the
dustiest of systems.

Type and formulation Type i,

doped-ferric
Sansitivity +1.3dB
Trehie level «0.940
MOLI18Hz «d4.4d0
SAT10kMz -2TdB
Higs -56.608
Drynamic range 63.008
Modulstion moise =41.208
Comsistenoy 6%
Price {CO0) E2.00

VERDICT

TOK SA-X
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TDK MA

The story continues with this
!.'1_-.11'5.J.f_-’| dn'muﬂcr"-‘lhng lifthe
ar nostgaifcant change i
p‘,-rt'mm._m-:‘_- while labonring
undier a substantial 49p boost in
price. So where doed this leave
TOK = entrv-Teval metal?

Fortumately, MA was movera
alouch and it ability to laugh in
the face of awesome record ing
bevels remains as i Apesslve as
ever. In bact, MA will withstand
muore direct breble energy than
all save TIFK M A-X, sarrpoast g
trebie blothers like AR-X,
Elaxell MX-5 and Sy 500
along the way

Fesr once, TVHE has retained
its edge. Even though its
dynarmle range Lags Maxell's
MX-5 by 0,508 or so, this is not
reflectad i the bald contrasts of
ity recordings, Musical dynam-
i rermain as stTong as evier
while the glint of sax or percis-
sion ] priztine clarty
missing with the softer MX-5.

Mevertheless, even with tha
introedvctiom of a new and more
semEdtive [EC T:l."ru' IV Reference
tape, MA s sl les= romp il
than megals fike Mhilips MP and
Mlaxell MY Dersevere, phinge
.,1._\1_'1_'. imtes the red and pray that
MA takes is {11 before your
deck begins to snonbder

TDE UK Lid, TDK House, 57
Clueemsway, Racdhill, Surrey
RH1 1¥B. @ (0737) 773773

Type and formulation Tyna I¥,

Matal
Sensitivity +0.508
Trahe vl +0 98
MOL315Hz +6. 341
SAT10kHT «0 48
Hiss A7 208
Dynamic range [T
Madislation noise -41.HdR
Cansistency AR,
Price (C30) £3.29

VERDICT

TDK MA

(B E (single 40
SOUND QUALITY

EEEER
WALUE FOR MONEY

“ Tape Choice Tanuary 1564

That’s RX

Take a lingering look at That's
tapes, becanse following [".Il.']lr.'l'_
Sommid= whinlesale absorption of
the brand, thas coubd well be its
SWANEONE,

Taive Yweden (Hhis |.".r'.||'||"ﬁ-l.'
company behind That'sl is
abandoning the tape scene in
favour of more luceatbve par-
snits elsewhere, Bicher Sownds,
always on the look out fora
ha Tga im, has taken the apportu-
~1i|;:.' to mypeup all remaining
stocks frvm That's destributors
it the LK and mainland
Furope.

Prices have tumbled right
arross the tange, reducing a
singhe B X0 from 1,79 ko just
7\-‘-"[! a throw. Sad I:l.'_,1."|u~¢' Lk
-'.-'\-m|'r||“1' of KX are the mignetc
-.'|,'|||i1.'.| lert ok a1 sick parrit
There's been a 1.248 n:i.rv::-p i
headroom while azimuth errors
In That's ‘Clear Line'shell
contelbube to huge +2dB/-7dB
wirrtakbons In ireble level
betweien A and B sides

Even the marginal reduction
in hiss cannot help the 1.2dB
compreashon in dynamlc range,
In fact, RX has the weakest
dynamic range (hy a good 1dB)
of amy tape currenthy available,
and this includes the bud get
ferrics from Tanddy and
Seminrey. Withont I.al,1n||'ri|'|!_5
the point, EX coannds Ill'l:kil_\.j]!r'
wishy-washy. Tt's |.'11|.'-.1]:\- Tt E'd
hesitate o recomrmaend BX al
any price

Tyoe amd formulatian  Type |, ferric

Sansitivity =1.9d8
Trabba leval =1.4d8
MOLT 5HE +[LE08
SATI0kHz -3.808
Hiss -31.608
Dynamic range 52208
Madistation noise =37.108
Cansistency B5%
Price (G20} E058

VERDICT

THat's RX

wigie ] peah e npies
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Rowk bottom performance at a
rock bottom '|'\-rir|'-_. Y X ahares
ithe same Clear Line mechanism
a5 %X and MG-X but features a
proprictary ‘Sub-micm Coball
Gamma’ formulation,

This is markeling baloney for a
hﬁrg.11n-l1.Lw¢'||1L-ql1 daped -ferric
pigment M magnetc lver w ith
the lowest Maximuam (Jurpm
IMOLinfa n!.'-.'xiurinl;'l'}"pn' L.
In fact, only the entry-level
ferrics from Memorex and
That's itself offer a lower ML
than 1X.

In Fr.uli-cu. the sad and
insubs=tantial I."I."‘Trllrll:lu'll'll.'t'-\.'\-r
R similar indeed to
both That's A5 and That's
COVIIF. This ds worth knowing,
bocause you might as well
spend 89p on VX than ¥9p on
ASAL Unfortunately, the recent
deterioration in ¥ X's treble
hesdroom means it's about as
welcoming of bright trebls
detail as, sV, TOE Clkeg-IL
Which translates to not very
welcoming at all

Sill, VX will tolerate female
worils or the raw biast of a
saxn phomne more successiully
than true chromes like Philips
UCX Lilirs oo BASF Sounid Leve!
N, even tf it lacks their resolu-
tiom ot subtle detail. VX 1sn't
bad but its n'-.'\c:-rlJi':lg_* dio lack
thiz wedg hit, the solidity and
comnviction of the original.
Another false economy.

Type and Termulaticn Typell,

deped-Terric
Snnesativity -1.0dE
Trehle bevel +1.5d4B
MOLF15Hz +1.2dB
SATI0kHZ -4.2d8
Higs 58,908
Dynamic range G0.1d@
Maduiaton noise -41.0d8
Camsistency A
Price (G100} £0.89

VERDICT

THAT'S VX
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That's MG-X

At Last! That's popular budget
mietal hits the mail right on the
head, providing an unassailable
blend of performance and
value. The last 12 months has
seen MG-X becore very much
more compatible, its treble
output flattened in line with the
latest TEC Type IV Reterence.

Asa vesult, Dolby ME works
like a dream, knocking out MG
X's pather conspicwous hiss o
reveal a remarkably bold and
earthy copy of the original

Moregver there's been s huge
+ 1.5 B bowest 10 1k Maxainiim
L'ml_pl,n 8O matehied h:l' an
equivalent fall off in SAT, 5o,
even a slight lncrease in hiss
dioes nothing to dent the worth-
while 1d B boost in dynarc
rangee. Which takes MG-X past
Fusji [P-Mital and o within a
whisker of Maxell MX, TDE
MaA or Somy Mital-XE,

I's sensible not to ply MG-X
with wite-hol ireble for 1| shies
awav from the IJI.'IE]I.'I:'E'\-['::I[ PEE
ar pop material, Instead, (MG-X
is better suited bo the momen-
tonas nocasaon of a classical
symphony, the rumble of
timpani and rich resonance of
tulra or double bass playing
directly into its hands. Mol 1o
miention betallica,

And with 1008 reduced
Erovm £2.79 s jusk L1409, this is
o piece of awdio talklore you
cannot atford to miss

Type and Tormalalion Typsa IV,

Mtz
Sensitivity -0,1dB
Trehle level +0.2dB
MOLITSHE +4.7dB
SaTi0kHz =1. 4B
Hiss 57, 3dB
Dymamic range E2.0d8
Modulation maise -39.548
Comgisbency ™%
Prige (G100} E1.48

VERDICT

THAT'S MG-X
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That's CD/IVF

Mesl the ‘Bastbertly Design’ shell
tromr |:..||'.||1Ix'-:'-l"l'l'|.|l"-. ATV
then slap the tape intoa costlier
vand, broadly
-|1e-.|I-c|.1- oL .-,--1' voursel|
an instant COYTVE

Im Fact, there's very little

A5V e CL
'-|Il. hiat's elivimr bo be using
"Crystal Metal’, Trestide Type
IViand ‘Super Prestxide Type
%" forrmualatboms respectively
Perhaps they shoubd have spelt
it properly

In common with MG-X and
compared to the lates) Pypee Iy
Reterence, COVIVE en s A% Q1
vty i r mistal, it
IdH treble peak
mly inte I with oo
ncrease in bas upon recording
Omnece agaln, Dolby MR works
like a drea, Otherwise, thens's
e no change by overall MOL
hiss ar dynamic rany i
recordings that are
convincing as those from the
excellent MG-X

The only real advantage
offered by COVIVF hinges on
the improved azimuth stability,
ard therefore the consisitend ¥
of treble output between A and
it s, provided by is secune
Swono Format shell deslgn
Sure, vou might squeeze a libnt
of extra treble detail from
CINIVE but it's hardlv & plant
mprovernent on M{ o 4

Typee and formulation Type IV,

fwial
Sensitivity 0,248
Trefie lovel -0.3d8
M0L315Hz +4, 3418
SAT10kHz 0.1dB
Hiss =57. B
Oynamic range B2 B
Modulation noise =400, el
Consistency 0%
Price (CS0) £1.99

VERDICT

THat's COVIVE

¥

¥ EL39 [single £50)
SOUND QUALITY

EEEE_
YALUE FOR MOMEY

That’s Suono

Remamber the adage about

|||||-i11J_'|-|:I|'|| of the murmalists

muost of the ime? The elaborate

marketie g AT

launched That's

had cur Eurepean coll
1

rhainly

| that I|'||.' thickness of
shell cansed it bo stick
e rcial plavers.
Thie Mamo Dynamic

| actod’ metal leemulation i=
+icing on a farcical

Mow the bubble has finally
burst it's m!ll:.' nio great secrel
that this parficular Typa [V
behaves like selected CO/TVE
motinted ina '!|-.'.11.'_1.'1'.'-e'i3.'_l'.l
rubbisr fplastic S hell. 1tis
fractiomally brighter than
CINIVF but, once again, stll
very compatible w '1-.'|'| jud ged
.|3._:,'|i|'n.'l thes latest [EC 'T:.'|'|- I
Primary Reference.

Kecordings sound a mite
cleaner and crisper than wi
either A5V or CONVE, avoid-
g, the restrained treble of
Mamell M-S bk sti limyr fes
engender the solidity of TDK
ML Omndy now, low sver, is it
pitched at a realistc price,

Hi-Fi Diirect Lid, 202 Long
Lane, London SET 4008,

B 071-827 4827
Type and formulation Type IV,
Metal
Sensibivity -0.2d8
Trebde lovel #0408
MOLI15Hz +4.7ab
SATI0kHzZ +0.208
Hiss =57.7Td8
Dynamic range Gl.4adB
Madulation naise =-40.9dB
Consistency B
Prine (G940} E3a9

VERDICT

THar's Suoro

B

(JF; ELBS (singhe C30)
SOUND QUALITY

EEEEE
YALUE FOR MONEY

Recommendatmns

fis conmprehensive survey brivg we bang oy bo dale

it whats wewy umchanged or sadly staguant in

the world of blank tape, Unfortunately s also
somnething of an obituary for the Thats brand, dropped
by Toviyre Yaden before being vaoewumed from the fioee of
Europe by Ricker Sounds. Expect fo see some crazy
price reduclions in Richer stores and through i mail
oriler soheme before That's tepe finally vanishes.
Nevertheless, the most startiing frend to emerge con-
cerns the increasing dominanee of Moxell i the premi-
e ferpe eategories, Al a fime when both Sony and TOK
saem confend fo su back, Marell 12 making sulstantiol
geins weth combinual revisions Lo tle Type T anad 1T for-
mulations,
Attention is focused most keendy on the Type I seclor
whaere Moaxell's fiefest XLI M moir equinped with a Black
Magmetile pigment ! waops Somys UX-8 while maleh-
fag TR s 8A poidnt for poind. Moreover, XLIL has o sig-

et peeice adeor foge which transforms TR well-
earned Recommendalion into a eovefed Best Buy for

MHaxell 5o who will be the
regpond, TR or Somy?

The melling pol iz further aggravaled by variows-new
Kiels on the Binck, FASF fos frally bitken the uillet and
produced o premium pseudockrome calied TPLL for
eeample, while i has a wew top-of-the-range T11
Even the forvic seene o veceived o folf from BRCE FX
e TORs odedly-titled CDing-1, both launehed af o Hoe
e Thots BY s feit an all-time Lo

el itk in the metal orena where most of Bhe auadiophile
betwgaines e bo by huvel, Bop-peiformance menebers that
stretel fromm Thats MG-X ai a crosy 2150 o Song s sfafe-
of-the-art Super Metal Master af an eqwadly crosy £14
s Wilth no less than seven of gur elght Tipe [V betng
Recommended, now s the time to fread your bape deck o
i feste qf the figh Hife.

Siest massafacturer o

Type ll or Type IV or metal
chrome/pseudo

chrome
category:

Tpe | or ferric

I'.'.|1-|- Chiiee [armary 19694 i



BLANK TAPE (AUDIO-VIDEO-CAM) BAZAAR

TDK D.A.T. DIGITAL =l BETA VIDEC TAPES
" e Eia T HinEE e
AUDIO CASSETTES B | AuDiO TAPES B2 ™ iWRe, &y
> ive: e onund £ HE f2h THE S
b P T 16 L it ]
Tom PN PO ] 10w g oz
. C T maL
@ G 1041 el g £ -m.:'E- R
iy ::m gg By ow L ADERL mrm
Fre o e T8 SVHS VIDED TAPE
- i - F =
] - It i L
o] i it rar
(] - [ WE
[+ :;: E Bim e oe
Ficr 13 w1 o
i H = P Er]
[T 3 i # .
] 13 % Bk T =
::;L_: UERSHEK 1] » PEERRO MO Er 1 ﬂ
[LE
il HI-3 CAM TAPES -
e e s i
5 i
0 o
ooz e
il =
e =
5 D L
R B
e R El D:':a
5 @ rii=
%00 LT x caE
L Exiinid o
i by a a g
B 3341 Fud + [T E] [l
= ] B moHy it
0 i HE ] w [0 HALE [ o
o » a0 s L b B
v 5 £ g a CAADN 0 = B tiyie k-
ot ] 0 n E T 11
T war oo e oE
o COMPUTER DISKS Zine B oE
& W w ERERME (L) TTED
L) TLH ¥ = BN e Finm
ar Mnoacoior iy o WATRL W - Lo 1 ]
WEHD JBOER K (R3S e

WFSD 1B

[ 2]

=

:1:9 B 10 ] =

HE 16« 13 . Bn ]

Liih weran  ip 1w - ]

o ng 2

Ci8  MINIDISC e g

SONYTAPE B 2 g 8

z T W N ol ol =2

R WORALLL POHHTICN ! T i

- = u =

MRTRL 19 v e = Feet .

W = uole i i RaK T ]

257 DD TP (RO O LTTL T [ ]

MICRO CASSETTES oo i e e 2

1

Cpede 1

o 3708 BB ™ s 5 g

el . Dl irt]

o M B uAmL . B e ]

W= L]

DENON AUDIO [ el BE . :

0 = 03 Parey LA e 'ﬁﬁ o i %E E g

a5 Sesren 3 5

JYC AUDIO Sy M DakM 3 ]

15 BT b (48] Y rl:,:% g:ﬂ- --0 ]

18+ L [ 1 S— setmen fx 2 ]
MAXELL - AUDIO s %
¥

HOnVEL PORITICN

VIDEO-8 CAM TAPES

24

i
; e =
BAY 1« P mn T T -
= 1 = GO PR D Wl W ]
oo i e et : B
¥ mAELL i a
B Lle ] w
]

L. ':?| -
T unues, ] ]
o] = ] =
T 5 anaEes 3 w4300 = L]

= ] 41 ,J-g iy BRAEELL O AR
. Wk ik
HTYFE | ] i H ki
E il ] p=s -]
| W mpupRER I I&
A 2 o g
mﬂ ﬁ i Fm: a

ATl

o2 = e ]
Hir] = (=1 L]

TEL: 071-247 6029
Shop Hours: MONDAY-FRIDAY 9.30am-6pm. Sat: 9.30 - 1.30pm
Tube — Aldgate East — next to libraryWhitechapel Ari Gallery

E&E&W&E MAIL ORDER - CHEQUE WITH ORDER — NO CREDIT CARDS

LA ALL PRICES INC. VAT AT 17.5% - PERSONAL CALLERS WELCOME

ALDIO - CAM TAPES = DAT = BCC 1-100 TAPES D00 pip

VHS - SVHS 1-50 TAPES £6,50 BY PARCEL FORCE
76 WHITECHAPEL HIGH STREET, LONDON E1 70X POSTAGE AND PACKING EXTRA




